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These are alleged answers. For each error herein, you get extra-credit points for being the
first to report it by e-mail.

1 Matrix Cramer is part of the matrix-theory aspect of this course. It is described in the
2/21/07 diary, for instance (click here).

To solve

3x − 4y = 17

5x + 9y = 2

via Matrix Cramer, we first write down the system in matrix form:

[

3 −4

5 9

]

[

x
y

]

=

[

17

2

]

.

Then Matrix Cramer says that the unkowns x and y can be found from

[

x
y

]

=
1

47

[

9 4

−5 3

]

[

17

2

]

=
1

47

[

161

−79

]

=

[

161/47

−79/47

]

.

So that x = 161/47 and y = −79/47.

Matrix Cramer is probably the fastest way to solve sytems of two equations in two unknows
which have a single solution. It does not scale up very well to larger systems.

http://math.boisestate.edu/~kerr/333sp07/PDF333/Diary_1.pdf

